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            Walton Wright will be our expert guest,  educating us on petrified w ood,  its   formation ,   and identification.   Mr. Wright is the foremost authority on the identification   of petrified w ood in the United  States.    He is a botanist, ecologist, geologist, and paleoboilogist.  He   has worked as a field  guide, educator, consultant to educational institutions, as well as  consultant to  government  entities including the U.S. Forest Service   Mr. Wright has spoken at talks and   seminars around the globe. He has travelled the U.S. as  well as Australia, China, Indonesia, New Zealand, and South  Africa searching for   petrified  wood.   His   personal   collection has been estimated at over 10,000 pieces. It is possibly the  l argest collectio n in the world, rivaling, if not surpassing, those of museums or  u niversities.   He has come to study paleobota ny as a botanist, looking at   fossil plants from the same  perspective he would today’s living plants, but framing that view in the context of geolog ic  time, plate tectonics, adaptation, survival, and extinction.    Under certain conditions, ancient trees which were covered with volcanic ash or sediment for  millions of years may fos silize into petrified wood. This slow process of mineralization can  pres erve the natural wood features and   in fact develop a rare new beauty of color and  pattern.   Polished wood is displayed as art,   made into fine decorator items  and,  as  we  lapidaries know well , can be shaped and polished into beautiful cabochons and jewelry  pieces.     After the formal   portion of t he evening there will be   an opportunity to interact with Mr. Wright.  Please  feel free to bring any specimens of your own that  you  would like help identifying or  have questions  about .   He has agreed to examine them in or der to  learn  new information including  their age and  origin.   What an opportunity. You won’t want to miss this!     Remember to bring a rock or slab for the Vets!  
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You join us for the Searchers May Meeting?... 


